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Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper expresses the real importance of decision making. It tells a story about a group of high school boys on the way home from their basketball game one night. They made the decision to not only drink underage, but to drive at the same time. This decision makes a huge impact on all of their lives that none of them saw coming.

In this novel, a group of high school boys are on the way home from their basketball game one night.  They made the decision to drink and drive, and this results in a car accident. The story is first told from Andy’s point of view. Andy was the one driving, and he lost control of the car. Once they boys realized what had happened, they all got out and were ecstatic about being alive. But then they realized that Robbie, Andy’s best friend, was stuck in the car. He had been sitting in the front seat, with his feet on the dash; when the car wrecked, his feet went through the windshield. Robbie couldn’t get out, so the boys’ first thought was to jump on top of the car and try to get him out. This caused the gas tank to explode. The boys had to sit there and listen to Robbie scream for help. 


Out of 12,998 drinking driving fatalities in the United States in 2010, 1,393 were caused due to teen drinking and driving. About 28% of teenagers killed in motor vehicle crashes were drinking either before or while they were driving. Around 64% of teenagers who were involved in fatal drunk driving crashes were reportedly not wearing their seat belts, just like the characters in Tears of a Tiger. In the year 2005, all the teenagers aged 15-20 years, who were killed in motor vehicle crash, 28% of them were under the influence of alcohol. Statistics also reveal that on an average, 8 teens are killed everyday due to drunk driving. According to the CDC Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance, 28.5% of teenagers in high school had ridden a vehicle, at least more than once, while being under the influence of alcohol. If not, then they were in the vehicle which was driven by a teen under the influence of alcohol. 

Once Andy returns to school a week or two after the accident, he feels as if people don’t want him around. He starts to feel as if he should be the one that is dead. He also starts to depend a lot on his girlfriend, Keisha. He also starts acting out in class, making worse grades than before, and is being more carefree than anything else. His parents sign him up for sessions with a psychologist. 

At Andy’s first visit to the psychologist, he and Dr. Carrothers talked about school and how Andy feels about the accident. He tells Andy to just stick through it, and at any point in time he can contact him. A few weeks later, Christmas rolls around and Keisha and Andy go to the mall. Andy has a breakdown when he realizes that he and Robbie had went to the mall together every year. He realizes that he and Robbie did just about everything together. 


When Andy goes in for a second visit to the psychologist, Andy talks about all the childhood memories he has with Robbie. Dr. Carrothers suggests that he writes Robbie’s parents a letter. Andy does so, and she replies with a huge “thank you”.


It becomes time for the spring talent show at Andy’s high school, and he has been asked to be the host. He accepts, and it goes pretty well…up until Keisha and Andy get into a fight over something absolutely ridiculous, and Andy goes home. They broke up. Andy gets home, and sleeps it off.


That Monday, when Andy leaves for school, he doesn’t walk all the way to school. He turns around and walks back home. He ends up sitting on his bed, with his dad’s shot gun in his hand. He figures that all he can do to end the pain is to…

Suicides among young people continue to be a serious problem. Each year in the U.S., thousands of teenagers commit suicide. Suicide is the third leading cause of death for 15-to-24-year-olds, and the sixth leading cause of death for 5-to-14-year-olds.
